
Global Influencers, Innovators 
and Thought Leaders Advancing AI
Identified by a team of hundreds of data scientists and machine learning (ML) experts, Blue Yonder 
sought out the most prominent AI players across a myriad of industries and geographies to honor 

their profound impact on advancing the business value and understanding of AI.

–– Data Scientists ––
Architecting the way the world sees and uses data

–– Business Leaders ––
Spearheading AI initiatives at top organizations around the globe

ACCENTURE TECHNOLOGY

GP Pulipaka
Chief Data Scientist

WALMART

William Groves
Chief Data & Analytic Officer

FORMERLY GOOGLE

Dr. Timnit Gebru
Techno-Activist

DHL

Ben Gesing
Global Innovation Leader

MICROSOFT RESEARCH CAMBRIDGE

Christopher Bishop
Laboratory Director

FACEBOOK

Soumith Chintala
Head of AI

FORD

Michael Cavaretta, Ph.D.
Manager of Manufacturing Analytics 

Department

GOOGLE

Francois Chollet
Software Engineer

MICROSOFT

Eric Boyd
Corporate Vice President  
of Microsoft’s AI Platform

GOOGLE BRAIN & UNI. OF TORONTO

Geoffrey Hinton
Computer Scientist

INTEL

Gadi Singer
VP of the Artificial Intelligence Products Group 

(AIPG), GM of the Inference Products Group

GOOGLE RESEARCH

Diederik P. Kingma
Senior Research Scientist

IBM WATSON AI

Beth Smith
General Manager

GOOGLE

Cassie Kozyrkov
Chief Decision Scientist

ACCENTURE

Paul Daugherty
Group Chief Executive

BOOZ ALLEN HAMILTON

Kirk Borne
Principal Data Scientist

MARS, INC. 

Sandeep Dadlani
Chief Digital Officer

FACEBOOK

Yann LeCun
VP & Chief AI Scientist

UBER FREIGHT

Anirban Deb
Head of Data Science and  
Applied Machine Learning

NNAISENSE

Juergen Schmidhuber
Founder

TESLA

Andrej Karpathy
Senior Director of AI

–– Academics ––
Promoting AI education through authored books and papers

MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

Daniela Rus
Director of the Computer Science and Artificial 

Intelligence Laboratory (CSAIL)

DEPARTMENT OF COMPUTER ENGINEERING AND 
COMPUTER SCIENCE AT THE SPEED SCHOOL OF 

ENGINEERING, UNIVERSITY OF LOUISVILLE

Dr. Roman Yampolskiy
Tenured Associate Professor

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON

Pedro Domingos
Professor of Computer Science, Author 

of ‘The Master Algorithm’

USF DATA INSTITUTE

Rachel Thomas
Director of USF Center  
for Applied Data Ethics

SIG & UC BERKELEY  
FACULTY

Mike Tamir, PhD
Head of Machine Learning and AI

MAX PLANCK INSTITUTE FOR  
INTELLIGENT SYSTEMS

Bernhard Schölkopf
Director

HARVARD

Latanya Arvette Sweeney
Professor of the Practice of Government and Technology; the 

Director of the Data Privacy Lab in the Institute of Quantitative 
Social Science; and the Faculty Dean in Currier House

STANFORD VISION AND LEARNING LAB (SVL), 
A HUMAN-CENTERED AI INSTITUTE 

Dr. Fei-Fei-Li
Co-Director

FUTURE OF HUMANITY INSTITUTE 
AND GOVERNANCE OF ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCE PROGRAM, OXFORD

Nick Bostrom
Professor, Director

UCLA

Judea Pearl
Professor

APPLIEDAI

Philipp Gerbert
Director

AMAZON

Allie K Miller
Global Head of Machine Learning Business 

Development for Startups and Venture 
Capital at Amazon

2021

–– Influencers ––
Shaping the way the world thinks about and engages with AI

MIT SLOAN SCHOOL OF MANAGEMENT/  
INITIATIVE ON THE DIGITAL ECONOMY

Andrew McAfee
Principal Research Scientist

MARKETING ARTIFICIAL  
INTELLIGENCE INSTITUTE

Paul Roetzer
Founder

WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM

Kay Firth-Butterfield
Head of AI & ML

OPENAI

Sam Altman
CEO

HARVARD

Mutale Nkonde
AI Policy Advisor

LEX FRIDMAN PODCAST / MASSACHUSETTS 
INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

Lex Fridman
Podcast Host, AI Researcher

HARVARD

Andriy Burkov
Director of Data Science

TOPBOTS 

Mariya Yao
Editor-In-Chief

AFFECTIVA

Rana el Kaliouby
Entrepreneur, Scientist,  

Co-founder and CEO

THOUSAND EYES ON ME,  
WOMEN IN AI

Moojan Asghari
Founder & CEO, Co-Founder

–– Reporters ––
Distilling complex AI messages into simple concepts

WSJ PRO AI

Jared Council
Reporter, AI

WASHINGTON POST

Drew Harwell
Reporter, covering AI and the  
algorithms changing our lives

NEW YORK TIMES

Cade Metz
Reporter, AI

WIRED

Will Knight
Reporter, AI

VENTUREBEAT

Kyle Wiggers
Reporter, AI

MIT TECHNOLOGY REVIEW

Karen Hao
Senior Reporter, AI

CNN

Rachel Metz
Reporter, AI
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